STUDIES   IN   A  DYING   CULTURE
whom we are concerned. Of what effect would it be if
we no longer resisted violence, if England, for example,
at the beginning of the Great War, had passively per-
mitted Germany to occupy Belgium, and accept without
resistance all that Germany wished to do ?
There is this much truth in the pacifist argument:
that a country in a state of bourgeois social relations
cannot act like a nomad horde. Bourgeoisdom has
discovered that Tamburlane exploitation does not pay
so well as bourgeois exploitation. It is of no use to a
bourgeois to sweep over a country, to lift all the wine
and fair women and gold thereof and sweep out again.
The fair women grow old and ugly, the wine is drunk,
and the gold avails for nothing but ornaments. That
would be Dead Sea fruit in the mouth of bourgeois
culture, which lives on an endless diet of profit and a
perpetual domination.
Bourgeois culture has discovered that what pays is
bourgeois violence. This is more subde and less overt
than Tamburlane violence. Roman violence, which
consisted in bringing home not only fair women and
gold, but slaves also, and making diem work in the
household, farms, and mines, occupied a mid-position*
Bourgeois culture has discovered diat those social
relations are most profitable to the bourgeois which
do not include rapine and personal slavery, but on the
contrary forbid it. Therefore the bourgeois, wherever
he Im conquered nonr-bourgeois territory, such as
Australia, America, Africa* or India, has imposed
bourgeois, not Tamburlane, social relations. In die
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